, was struck on the right parietal bone with a stick by one of her paramours, by which she was knocked down and rendered insensible. She remained in a state of stupor during several hours. For some days she was unable to leave her bed,*and she never afterwards had perfect command of her limbs; neither was she able to articulate distinctly, and her intellect was so much impaired that she was regarded as idiotic. When admitted into the Almshouse she could walk a few steps with a tottering gait, but was liable to fall forwards, unless she could catch hold of something wherewith to support herself. On attempting to grasp anything, the motions of the hands and arms were irregular, showing that the muscles were not completely under the command of the will. The motions somewhat resembled those of a person affected with chorea. She appeared to be completely idiotic, and was as easily managed as a child. When she attempted to speak, although with a little attention a number of words could be distinguished, no coherent sentence could be made out. She was frequently seized with what appeared to be a chill. She became paler; the extremities cold; and she whined and wept, and was restless and uneasy for two or three hours. No marked hot stage, however, succeeded. During several weeks before her death, the muscles about the mouth were in a state of constant motion, except when she was asleep. She was attacked with dysentery, which was succeeded by diarrhoea, of which she died.
Post-mortem examination twelve hours after death. Brain alone examined.
Neither the scalp nor the skull showed any trace of a blow having been inflicted. The arachnoid membrane and pia mater, over the entire surface of both hemispheres of the cerebrum, especially on the upper and lateral parts of the anterior and middle lobes, adhered so firmly to the convolutions, that it was with considerable difficulty they could be stripped off. Over the posterior lobes and base of the cerebrum, the adhesion was not so strong. From the anterior and middle lobes the cineritious matter, in a softened state, came off, adhering to the membranes.
The arachnoid was considerably thickened and was opaque. The thickening and opacity were greatest over the superior parts of the middle lobes. The medullary centre of the cerebrum showed a greater number of red points than is natural, and the superficial veins of the ventricles were distended. Three or four ounces of serum were found in the sac of the arachnoid and in the ventricles, and there was a small quantity under the pia mater.
Remarks. This case would appear to countenance the theory of Foville and Pinel Grandchamp, viz., ByT. S. Kirkbride, m.d. The Cimicifuga* is well known in many parts of this country under the common name of "black-snake root," and although used for many years in domestic practice, was first brought before the profession as a remedy of value in the treatment of chorea, by Dr. Young, of Chester County, Pennsylvania, in a paper published in the 9th volume of this Journal.
The first two cases that came under our notice, after the publication of Dr. Young's paper, occurred during our residence in the Pennsylvania hospital. One was a lad about ten years of age, and the other a girl of thirteen. In both patients the symptoms were well marked and of some standing. After coming under our care, the treatment consisted of free purging for a few days preparatory to the use of the powdered root of the cimicifuga, in the dose of a teaspoonful three times a day, and frictions over the surface of the body generally. No other remedy was employed, and the improvement which commenced almost with the use of the root, continued till the perfection of the cure, which was in about four weeks in both instances. In the province of Lus, along the seacoast of Baloochistan, south-west of Karachi, of which Bhala is the capital and Somneanee the port, the milkers of camels affirm that they have a disease called " Photo Shootur.'' Smallpox in Lus is designated " Photo," so that the term " Photo Shootur" implies the smallpox of the camel, which is an eruption on the udder of that animal not more violent and in its pustule similar to that on the udder of the cow. The camels, while thus afflicted, continue to give milk, which is largely drank by the inhabitants, but both the men and the women who milk them are invariably seized with a pustular disease similar to that on the camel's udder, on their hands and arms, never extending above the elbows. No one has ever been known to die from this eruption, and the natives themselves remark, that those who have had the " Photo Shootur," are uniformly exempt from smallpox, which is a disease occasionally endemic in the district.
Although the inhabitants are aware that the " Photo Shootur" is a preventive against smallpox, they do not inoculate with its virus, in a manner similar to what they do from the smallpox pustule, which frequently brings on a disease, believed by these people to be beyond the power of the native doctors, in so much so, that the relatives of the sick proceed to the shrine of some favorite saint, there by propitiatory offerings to invoke aid in favour of the diseased.
